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AmericanAirlines  
 
February 6, 2003 
 
Mr. Robert Benzon  
Investigator In Charge 
National Transportation Safety Board 
AS-10 
490 L’Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20594-003 
 
Re: American Airlines Flight 587  
 Accident at Belle Harbor, New York 
 November 12, 2001    
  
Dear Mr. Benzon: 
 
Attached please find two versions of a draft internal (May 1997) American Airlines 
memorandum from Captain Paul Railsback, Managing Director of Flight Operations Technical, 
to Captain Cecil D. Ewell, Chief Pilot and Vice President of Flight for American Airlines.   
 
The two versions of these memoranda were only recently located as part of the discovery process 
in the Flight 587 litigation.  The version of the Railsback memorandum that is attached as 
Exhibit 1 is dated May 27, 1997 and it was provided to us on January 30, 2003 by Captain 
Railsback from his personal files at home.  We had not previously seen this or any other version 
of this memorandum.  The version of the Railsback memorandum that is attached as Exhibit 2 is, 
according to Captain Railsback, an earlier version of the same memorandum.  We received this 
version of the memorandum from Airbus’ attorneys on January 31, 2003, but we do not know 
who provided Airbus with this version of the memorandum.  We have reason to believe that 
Airbus’ attorneys have been in possession of this document for several months at least, but they 
refused to produce this document for unknown reasons. 
 
We are continuing to search for the final version of this memorandum, but we wanted to provide 
you with these drafts in the meantime.  Captain Delvin Young, American’s representative to the 
Operations Group, simultaneously will be providing a copy of these memoranda to Dave Ivey, 
Operations Group Chairman.   
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Original Signed 
 
Curt Lewis, P.E., CSP 
Manager Systems Safety 
Party Coordinator 
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